HIGH  SCHOOL  AND  UNIVERSITY 
MATRICULATION  EXAMINATIONS  BOARD. 

DEPARTMENTAL  EXAMINATIONS,  1926 


COMPOSITION  1. 

N.B. — Candidates  taking  the  Agricultural  or  the  Technical  Course 
shall  omit  Question  2 and  answer  Question  7. 

Time — Three  hours. 


Values. 

12  1.  Without  changing  the  wording  in  any  way,  punctuate, 

capitalize  and  paragraph  the  extract  that  follows: 

When  about  ten  minutes  from  Spartaca  Rufus  ap- 
peared to  be  ill  at  ease  im  afraid  the  climate  down 
there  may  ruin  my  constitution  he  murmured  ive 
half  a mind  to  let  the  experiment  slide  and  go 
right  back  north  well  lets  go  back  then  it  isn’t  too 
late  yet  no  he  returned  savagely  im  no  coward  ill 
see  the  thing  through  but  Harriet  he  went  on 
more  softly  if  I should  happen  to  be  among  the 
two  per  cent  youll  find  all  my  affairs  up  north  ar- 
ranged nonsense  Rufus  dont  look  on  the  dark 
side  Spartaca  called  the  brakeman. 


J 9 


2.  Pick  out  the  subordinate  clauses  in  the  following  sen- 

tences and  give  their  kind  and  relation : 

* (a)  He  would  have  comprehended  without  much  dif- 
ficulty ,\had  he  been  a great  and  wise  philoso- 
pher) (that  play  consists  of  whatever  a body  is 
not  obliged  to  do.J 

( b ) When  the  delightful  days  were  just  beginning  to 
pall  upon  us,  a real  adventure  befell  us,  which, 
although  it  did  not  cause  ns  any  permanent 
inconvenience,  we  should  have  taken  pains  not 
to  encounter. 

3.  (a)  Give  the  plural  forms  of  the  following:  court- 

martial,  larva,  ally,  elf,  8,  terminus,  Mr- 
Brown,  omnibus. 


/ Values. 

J 9 ( b ) Remove  the  grammatical  errors  which  you  find 

in  the  following  sentences  and  give  the  reasons 
for  any  corrections  you  may  make : 

(1)  The  teacher’s  convention,  this  year,  was 

poorly  attended  on  account  of  the  unusu- 
ally severe  weather. 

(2)  When  she  said  that  to  sister  and  I,  we 

couldn’t  help  laughing. 

(3)  The  man  whom  I thought  was  my  friend 

has  evidently  deceived  me. 

(4)  The  captain,  as  well  as  the  mate  and  the 

pilot,  were  badly  frightened  by  the  sudden 
turn  of  events. 

(5)  I told  my  mother  frankly  that  it  would  be 

more  of  a surprise  to  father  than  she. 

(6)  He  laid  down  on  the  sofa  to  rest  and  there 

he  lay  fast  asleep  for  at  least  two  hours. 

2 6 4.  (a)  Give  three  devices  for  securing  coherence  in  the 

paragraph. 

2r  8 ( b ) Rearrange  the  following  paragraph  in  such  a way 

as  to  make  it  coherent: 

\ Before  Wolfert  left  his  home  he  counselled  his 
wife  and  daughter  to  go  to  bed,  and  feel  no  alarm 
if  he  should  not  return  during  the  night/.  . They 
saw  at  once  by  his  manner  that  something  un- 
usual was  in  agitation;  all  their  fears  about  the 
unsettled  state  of  his  mind  were  aroused  with  ten- 
fold force ; they  hung  about  him  entreating  him 
not  to  expose  himself  to  the  night  air,  but  all  in 
vain 3 . Like  reasonable  women,  on  being  told  not 
to  feel  alarm  they  fell  immediately  into  a panic. 

I At  length  the  appointed  night  arrived  for  this 
perilous  undertaking.  It  was  a clear  starlight 
night,  when  he  issued  out  of  the  portal  of  the 
Webber  palace.  He  wore  a large  flapped  hat  tied 
under  the  chin  with  a handkerchief  of  his  daugh- 
ter’s, to  secure  him  from  the  night  damp,  while 
Dame  Webber  threw  her  long  red  cloak  about  his 
shoulders,  and  fastened  it  round  his  neck. 

16  5.  (In  answering  this  question  candidates  must  he  care- 

ful to  use  fictitious  names  and  addresses.) 

You  have  been  in  a railroad  wreck  and  have  already 
telegraphed  to  your  home  to  allay  possible  anxiety. 
Now  write  to  your  mother  a letter  of  about  one  page 
in  length,  giving  in  an  interesting  manner  particu- 
lars of  the  accident. 


OK 


Values. 


You  have  recently  passed  the  Grade  VIII  examination 
and  have  been  for  a week  in  a distant  town,  or  city, 
where  you  have  gone  to  attend  high  school.  Write 
to  your  father  a letter  of  about  a page  in  length, 
giving  him  a clear  but  interesting  account  of  the 
experiences  you  have  had  in  your  new  surroundings. 

36  6,  Write  an  essay  of  about  two  pages  in  length,  choosing 

for  your  subject  one  of  the  following  themes.  Make 
your  composition  as  effective  as  possible  by  avoiding 
mechanical  errors  and  by  expressing  your  ideas 
clearly  but  naturally. 

(a)  Dr.  Knipperhausen  and  Wolfert  try  their  luck 

together. 

( b ) Our  side  wins  an  old-fashioned  Spelling  Match. 

(c)  Caught  Trespassing. 

(d)  ITow  Horatius  Kept  the  Bridge. 

(e)  I Make  a Poor  Second  in  a Road  Race. 

(/)  A Fishing  Trip  that  Ended  in  Disaster. 

(, g ) A Motor  Accident. 

( h ) An  Exciting  Basketball  Match. 

■ N.B. — -To  be  answered  by  only  those  taking  the  Agri- 
cultural or  the  Technical  Course. 

9 7.  Suppose  you  are  sent  eut  to  choose  a site  for  a summer 

camp  for  forty  persons  for  two  weeks.  Write  a re- 
port of  approximately  a page  in  length  recommend- 
ing a certain  site.  Your  report  should  deal  with 
such  matters  as  the  general  position  of  the  site,  the 
condition  of  the  roads  leading  to  it,  facilities  for  ob- 
taining supplies,  opportunities  for  bathing,  and  so 
on.  Make  the  report  complete  and  detailed.  Point 
out  defects  as  well  as  advantages  in  the  site. 
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